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LICENSING ISSUES FOR PHYSICIANS 
 
Does an individual physician need to be licensed to dispense? 
 
Numerous telephone calls have been received in the Board of Pharmacy office regarding the 
necessity of a physician having a “dispensing” license with the Board of Pharmacy so that the 
physician may dispense drugs from their office. The Ohio Revised Code does not require a 
separate license for physicians to “dispense” drugs. Ohio law states that only a Registered 
Pharmacist may dispense dangerous drugs (4729.28 ORC).  However, there is a law that exempts 
licensed health professionals authorized to prescribe drugs (or prescribers) from this law and 
allows them to “personally furnish” their patients with drugs, within the scope of the prescriber’s 
professional practice, that seem proper to the prescriber (4729.29 ORC).  A licensed healthcare 
professional authorized to prescribe drugs (or prescriber) is defined in the Ohio Revised Code as 
an individual who is authorized by law to prescribe drugs or dangerous drugs in the course of the 
individual’s professional practice, including, in part, a physician authorized under Chapter 4731. 
of the Revised Code to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine and surgery, or 
podiatry.  
 
When does a physician need to obtain a license from the Board of Pharmacy? 
 
There is a law in Ohio that describes who may purchase, possess and distribute dangerous drugs 
(4729.51 ORC). Dangerous drugs are defined in the Ohio Revised Code as any drug requiring a 
prescription or intended for injection into the human body. This includes antibiotics, vaccines, 
local anesthetic injectable products and medical oxygen.  This law allows a registered wholesale 
distributor of dangerous drugs to sell dangerous drugs to, among others, a licensed health 
professional authorized to prescribe drugs (or prescriber).  As described before, this is an 
individual who is authorized to prescribe dangerous drugs in the course of the individual’s 
professional practice.  If the physician is in an independent practice then the physician would be 
legally allowed to purchase, possess and distribute dangerous drugs without a license from the 
Board of Pharmacy since the prescriber would “own” the drugs. 
 
If the physician is incorporated on his/her own or is part of a group practice, whether this is a 
corporation, partnership, limited liability company or a health care association, the group 
practice is required to be licensed as a terminal Distributor of Dangerous Drugs with the Board 
of Pharmacy.  There is a two page application available from the Board office.  In completing 
this application, one of the group’s physicians must sign the application as the Responsible 
Person for the group. This Responsible Person is accepting the responsibility of overseeing that 
proper records are kept on the receipt, usage and distribution of dangerous drugs.  Part of the 
responsibility also includes the security and control of the dangerous drugs. 



 
All dangerous drugs must be kept in an environment that deters and detects unauthorized access 
to those dangerous drugs. This helps avoid theft but is also intended to reduce the risk of 
tampering with the drugs in the office setting. Many physicians forget that there are cleaning 
people and maintenance people that enter the office after the physician and office staff leave for 
the day. 
 
DEA registration is required of all practitioners who possess, distribute or prescribe controlled 
substances. There are some exceptions for military and hospital employees. This registration is 
done through the Central Office in Washington D.C.  There are forms available on the Internet 
(www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov). Look for On-Line Forms. Federal rules and regulations are also 
available on this site.  DEA also requires separate registration for each principal place of 
business or professional practice where controlled substances are distributed or dispensed. This 
separate registration is not necessary for an office used by a practitioner to prescribe controlled 
substances but neither administer or distribute controlled substances. 
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